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What is a
Poetry Slam?
A poetry slam is the
competitive art of
performance poetry.

Rules:
Poems read or recited must
be written by the performer.

No props, costumes or
musical instruments
allowed.

The performer is allowed to
read or recite one poem not
to exceed three minutes.

Judging:

Judges rate competing
poets on the composition
of their poems, their
performance, and the
reaction of the audience.
Prizes will be awarded. []
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Happy anniversary to us!
Youdre invited to an Ice Cream Social

Please join us for an Ice Cream Social at the Punta Gorda
Womangs Club on Friday, July 28 at 6:30 p.m. as we celebrate
our fourth year of operation. Webll be hand-churning ice cream
the old fashioned way (you can take a turn at the crank, too),
and for the chocoholics among us, there will be homemade hot
fudge sauce to top it off.

The Anniversary Ice Cream Social is free for members and
their invited guests only. RSVPGs to the Center (by phone or
e-mail) would be appreciated. This fiprivateo party will be
followed at 7:30 p.m. by the Annual YRI Poetry Slam, also
at the Punta Gorda Womans Club. See the article below for
details on the Poetry Slam. [J

Annual YRI Poetry Slam

The concept of the fipoetry slamo began in 1985 when construction
worker and poet Marc Kelly Smith started a poetry reading series in a
Chicago jazz club. On July 25, 1986, the Uptown Poetry Slam moved to
the Green Mill Jazz Club, with cash prizes and judges selected from the
audience, and continues today as a weekly event.

Following the format of the original Uptown Poetry Slam, each July
the YRI (You Wrote It, You Read It) Literary Salon focuses on poetry,
as the YRI group and the Peace River Center for Writers host the annual
YRI Poetry Slam competition. This year the Slam will be held from 7:30
p.m. to 10 p.m., Friday, July 28, at the Punta Gorda Womanés Club, 118
Sullivan St., Punta Gorda. Local poets are invited to attend and perform
original works, and all types of poems are welcome.

The Poetry Slam is a free event, open to the public. Contestants and
other attendees are asked to bring their own refreshments, enough to share.

Poems will be judged on composition, performance, and audience
response. Trophies will be awarded. For more information, contact the
Center for Writers. [J
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ith the taking of one vote June 27 at the
Punta Gorda Womangs Club, the Peace
River Center for Writers changed. No longer
is it an organization controlled by its Board of
Directors. Now, its members will lead it.

The Board of Directors approved a
resolution amending the Boardds bylaws
that provides for the Center to have Voting
Members. The qualiycations to become a
\oting Member are simple. A person must:
Pay an annual membership fee of at least
$25.

Provide a completed application form or
letter, which includes the memberés name,
address, phone number, and email if such
exist.

The membership form shall solicit, but
not require, committee preferences, areas
of writing and teaching interest and
experience, and willingness to volunteer
and work.

Once this process is complete a \oting
Member is entitled to vote, and serve as

a director and as an ofycer. The term of
membership is one year.

The yrst time Voting Members will cast
their ballots more than likely will occur in
January, when the Center holds its yrst annual
meeting. Board Secretary Lynn Harrell will
announce the time, date and site of that
meeting at a later time.

One of the issues to be decided at that
meeting will be the election of the Centerts
Board of Directors. Traditionally, the Board
of Directors has approved the appointment
of new directors. With the resolution passed
on June 27, the Membership now decides the
boardés roster. The Centerds bylaws allow the
board to have 15 members. Currently, yve
seats are vacant.

Before the January election, the current
Board of Directors will form a nominating
committee. It will present a list of candidates
for board membership to the Voting Members
at the January meeting. The selection of
board members will not be limited to this list,
however. Nominations will be taken at the
annual meeting.

The vote the Centerés Board of Directors
took June 27 should be viewed as a step
toward ensuring there is more communication

-

between the Board

of Directors and its

nearly 500 Center

members. Another

section of the

resolution passed

June 27 requires the

Board of Directors

to conduct a social

meeting of the

membership each

quarter of the year. So, members who attended
the June 27 meeting can expect that the Center
will conduct another Membership meeting in
October or November.

As it did on June 27, the Board of Directors
will provide at each of these meetings the
Centerts ynancial picture and information
on its operations. It will also encourage the
members to be more active as volunteers. Use
whatever adjective you like to describe the
Centerds current ynancial situation, but with
your help the Center can correct its current
posture.

It has been suggested that the Center
develop an annual fund-raising event.
Potential ideas range from organizing a
writersd conference, a running race, or a tennis
tournament to holding a gala or formal ball.
Other local organizations have been successful
at implementing these ideas. Each year, the
Habitat for Humanity Turkey Trot grows.

The Tennis for a Heart provides support for
the Homeless Coalition. Galas are so popular
in Charlotte County that the Fred Lang
Foundation holds its event in the summer.

The problem with ideas is that they do not
net any results unless they are implemented.
Thatbs where you as a Member come in.
Having volunteers willing to make some
telephone calls, visit some businesses or
process some paperwork can make the
difference in completing a project. If you are
interested in volunteering, contact the Center
at 575-1976, or contact me at 815-0287 or at
simpsonrich@hotmail.com. [

Rich Simpson is President of the Board of
Directors. He is an attorney and a former
editor of the Punta Gorda Herald.
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by Joyce Schenk

f you are like most writers, one

of your dreams is to see your
byline appear in the pages of a major
magazine.

Unfortunately, most magazine
editors prefer to work with writers
who have established a track record. A
portfolio of published pieces serves as
your introduction, proving you know
the ins and outs of the writing world.
But, before you place that yrst article
or story, you have no tear sheets to
give you credibility. How do you start
building such a portfolio?

The yrst step is to analyze
the magazine market, to ynd the
publication where your work will ynd
a home. To accomplish this task, you
need to understand the huge world of
magazines.

At the top of the magazine pile are
Consumer Magazines.

The major publications in this
category are the slicks, so named for
the smooth stock paper theyore printed
on. Consumer Magazines include
such titles as Ladies Home Journal,
Cosmopolitan, Redbook and Reader(s
Digest.

These markets are well-known
among the writing community as the
best paying, with articles and stories
bringing from several hundred to
several thousand dollars each. However,
for this kind of pay, the writing must be
professional and of the highest quality.
As you might imagine, the competition
for space in these magazines is yerce.
Although newcomers sometimes break
in, their work must show outstanding
talent.

There are also hundreds of
magazines that fall into the category of
Secondary Consumer Magazines.

These publications cater to segments

of the reading public with a common
interest: religious groups, fraternal
organizations, hobbies, parenting. These
specially-focused magazines cover
virtually every yeld. Among them are
such titles as Rotarian, Antique Trader,
House Beautiful and Homeschooling
Today.

Although many of these
publications have recently turned
to slick paper, none has the mass
circulation of the major Consumer
Magazines. And their pay is usually
in the one to ten cents per word range.
Though the Secondary Consumer
Magazines also demand yne writing, the
competition for any one market is far
less than with the fibig boys.o

A major market for entry-level
writers also falls into the Consumer
Magazine market, in that it includes
very well written and often visually
impressive fislickomagazines aimed at
residents and visitors to a certain area.
This sub-category of the magazine yeld
is the Regional.

These publications are an excellent
starting place for writers who are
familiar with the area covered. The
writing has to be high quality, but the
competition is generally limited to
writers from the region. An advantage
is that crafting a piece from fiyour own
backyardo can bring pay that is quite
impressive.

Another category of todaybs
magazine market is known as the Little
Magazines. These are independent
journals of poetry, yction and essays,
put out by people who are promoting
pure literature. Magazines in this
category include university quarterlies
and tabloid literary papers from such
major cities as New York and San
Francisco. Some of Americats greatest

writers...and some of its worst...have
had their start in the pages of Little
Magazines. The pay is often in copies
of the magazine or in very small checks,
but the exposure is worth the effort.

Trade Journals are sometimes
called fithe business newspaper presso
of the country. These publications
are designed for people in a speciyc
trade or profession. Hundreds of
publications yt in this category.

They focus on such diverse topics
as bookstores and beverages, education
and engineering, medicine and music.

Editors of these publications are
actively seeking freelance articles,
photographs, cartoons and essays. For
the writer with inside knowledge of
any of these categories, this group of
magazines is a natural entry point.

Publications in this area include
such titles as Motor Trend, which
targets consumers interested in reading
about the innovations in the yeld of
vehicles. On the other hand, Automotive
News is published for manufacturers
and dealers who want information on
selling and servicing cars.

House Organs make up the ynal
category of magazines. These are
produced by individual businesses
and institutions. They are considered
fiinternald publications if they are
written for the employees, dealers and
sales staff of a company. AExternalo
publications are produced for
stockholders or as public relations tools
aimed at the general public.

Writers who have an fiind with such
businesses may be able to ynd a home
in the House Organ market. [

Freelance writer Joyce Schenk serves
on the Center® Board of Directors and
also as our Workshop Coordinator.
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Thank you to
renewing members:
Rita Aach
Ursula Beauregard
Kathryn Casali
Patricia Cable Deeder
Penny Deutsch
Linda Elligott
Ginny-Lea Filiatrault
Diane Foor
Patricia & Frank
Garriton
Lois Hendricks
Sarah Hollenhorst
Nancy Johnson
James & Sarah
Kaserman
Nancy Kaun
Lynn Kemper
Shirley Kerley
Dorothea fiFiyo Killian
Susan Klaus
Carmine Lombardo
Robert Mudge
F. Justin Ossmann 1V
Milton Ravensborg
Parks Reece
Georgette Rowedder
Hildred Schloss
Howard Solomon

Corporate renewals:
Charlotte County
Public Schools
Friends of Port
Charlotte Library
Association

Welcome to
our new members:
Linda Lee Coleman
Mary Ann Collard
Marilyn Kenison
Kathy Kresge
Asa Martin Stepak

We thank you
for your support!

Ités always nice when members
renew promptly and particularly nice
when they send notes, suggestions
and fiextraso such as upgrades or
additional donations.

Weid like to thank Oksana
Hlodan, Samar Jarrah and Pat
and Bob Walther for upgrading

their memberships, and also thank
Hildred Schloss and Howard
Solomon for including additional
contributions with their annual dues.
O

Open Mic
The Open Mic is held on the
second Monday of each month. The
next Open Mic will be Monday,
August 14, from 6:30 p.m to 8:30
p.m., on the Center Court stage at
Fishermends Village.

Tiny Tea
The Tiny Tea is held on the third
Tuesday of each month. Our next
Tiny Tea will be held Tuesday,
August 15, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Contact the Center for details about
the Open Mic or Tiny Tea. [J

L0doonoo
To Penny Deutsch, owner of Super
Scripting Style, who has recently
been appointed editor of Inside
Magazine .[]

QOoOodoooo
To Joyce Schenk, on the anniversary
of her weekly column, iMoseyin6
Along,0 which has now been
running in Chautuaqua County (NY)
newspapers for 17 years. [

In Memoriam

Hugh Patrick Lucius

With special thanks to
Marguerite and Mary Fadhl

We extend our heartfelt condolences,
and our gratitude, to the family of
Patrick Lucius, for their memorial
donation to the Peace River Center

for Writers. Their contribution
enabled printing of this issue of
Writing Currents. We dedicate this
issue in memory of H. Patrick Lucius
O my neighbor, good friend, and
fellow writer. lah

Ooodoioooo
To May/June newsletter imanglerso
Kathy Futch, Arlene Kincaid,
Joyce Schenk and Rich Simpson.

Oodooioogo
To James Bowen for ofyce help.

Loodoioooo
To Joyce Schenk for donating a case
of copier paper.
Ooodoioooo
To Milton Ravensborg for his cash
donation.

DOOoOoioooo
To Kathy Futch, Joyce Schenk,
Nancy Kaun and John Pelot for
their help in holding the fort.

OoOoioooo
To Milton Ravensborg, whose
screenplay, iWhite Crane Castle,0
advanced to the semi-ynal round
of the seventh annual American
Accolades Screenwriting
Competition, which drew around 500
international entries. The next round
will pare the yeld to yfteen ynalists;
yve winners and one grand prize
winner will be announced at the end
of summer. [J
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Weobve got mail!
(letters to the editor)

Hello!

Thoroughly enjoyed my e-WC----an excellent
idea, long overdue.

If it were not for the fact that | hope to be in
Montana visiting my daughter at that time, | would
certainly attend the memberds meeting. My wish is
that there will be a large number of participants!

When back in town late July, 161l check in to
volunteer for fivolunteer work.o

Carolyn Lehmann
PS:
Joyce Schenkés Journaling class was excellent.

RE: the newsletter
Online version is great! Congratulations. It
looks good and will save you money.
Syd Stern

Lynn:

What a treat it is to get the newsletter on line.
16m hoping lots of members will decide to go this
way.

It looked great, too€ Congratulations for
pulling this project off under stressful and
frustrating circumstances. You, my friend, are a
WINNER!

Love,
Joyce Schenk

Thanks, Lynn

... love the email format...have always thought
you had the best newsletter | receive...still do.
Appreciated your article (reply to that letter) on
the last page...those of us who care about our
community and are trying to get it restarted bigger/
better than ever need to say the kind of things you
said to those who are not helping us move forward.
Not easy but needed to be said.

Carolyn Hamilton

Hi Lynn,

After reading fito whom it concernso on p. 4
in the latest newsletter 10m seriously considering
writing a poem called fibad taste in my moutho
or maybe one called fisome people have to rain
on otherds beautiful, colorful paradeso or perhaps
fihere is something special for you which 16m
leaving on the top step of your back door (plastic
bag of suspected material).0

Please know that many appreciate and value
all you and others do to provide a safe, productive
space for writers. The fact is that some of us donft
participate but still like to know whatés going on.
We also care and dont like to see good writer
friends abused.

Thank you for all you and others do.

Best,
Nancy Osborne

To Lynn:

Iove just been going through the May/June
newsletter, clipping this piece (email queries) and
re-reading that (Mike Haymans fiWelcome to Your
Centero)--and then | came to the page telling us
about the unhappy member.

€ Mikebs fieditorialo and your sharing of the
unhappy memberés email are of a piece and send
a clear message. | hope the new approach (more
direct involvement by the members, (by whatever
device) works for the good of the Center. It is
clear that we are grinding down a few good people
who then have no time for their own writing--or
other parts of life. That candt continue--please
donft let it.

€ Too many of us donit tell you how much
you mean around here, so when a note that stings
arrives there is too little on the contrary to soothe
the feeling. At least | can take a moment to tell
you that I hear all the time how much members
appreciate the Center--how much you and a few
others have made it grow back from the stormés
destruction--and how important you are to what
happens here. | hope things get better among the
membership.

Take care, Bob

Robert L. Burns, Ph.D.

Senior Executive Director

Florida Gulf Coast University--Charlotte




IRiEnEEn

[l 0
Qoo Coooo
0ioooor - Cooooo

ool oot
gooo
(i

0om oor oo
oomooar 1 gomiooo
Qoo 0 gooio

oon oon
0 0 0
oo 0 0

0omoo 00
oo
Qoooonor

July 3 & 4: The ofyce of the Center for Writers will be
closed for 4th of July holiday. [J

July 10: Writers Center Open Mic, 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Center Court stage at Fishermenés Village, Punta Gorda.
A monthly showcase for original works. Hear poetry, stories,
essays and songs performed by their authors. All writers
(and listeners) welcome. Open to the public. Contact the
Center for details. [J

July 18: Tiny Tea, 1:30-3:30 p.m., at the Center for
Writers. Tea, coffee and cocoa are provided. Bring original
work to read and refreshments to share. For members and
guests only. Contact the Center for details. []

July 18: Natural Poetry workshop with John Pelot. At the
Center for Writers, 6-8 p.m. [J

July 20: fiRed, White & Blueso Gallery Walk, 5-8 p.m.,
downtown Punta Gorda. Join the fun downtown as
galleries and cafes stay open for browsing, shopping and
dining. Free entertainment, food and beverage samples,
trolley rides. Stop by the Punta Gorda Herald ofyce at 311
Sullivan St.; wedll be on the porch selling iSummer of the
Stormso books. [

July 22: Critique Circle, 10 a.m.-noon, at
the Center for Writers. Join moderator
Shirley George for a casual, round-table
critique session. Bring 10 copies of up

to 3 pages of double-spaced writing for
informal critique. For members only.
Non-members are welcome to join. []

July 25: Writing Letters to Editors
Workshop with Michael Haymans. At
the Center for Writers, from 6-8 p.m.[]

July 28: Anniversary Party, 6:30 p.m.,
at the Punta Gorda Womangs Club,

118 Sullivan Street, Punta Gorda. Join
us for an old-fashioned ice cream party,
with hand-churned ice cream, to celebrate
our fourth anniversary! Free for members
and their invited guests. The Ice Cream
Social will be followed at 7:30 p.m. by the
Annual iYRI0 Poetry Slam .[]

July 28: Annual YRI Poetry Slam,
7:30-10 p.m., at the Punta Gorda
Womanés Club, 118 Sullivan Street,
Punta Gorda. Come for ice cream

and stay for the iSlam.0 Join us for

this lively poetry competition , as a
competitor, or a listener. Judges and prizes
to be announced. Bring what you like to
eat and drink (and some to share would
be nice). Free and open to the public. See
page 1 for details. [

July 30: AONn Hemingway® Three
Viewso at the Fort Myers Imaginarium,
2 p.m. Humanities Scholar Betty Jean
Steinshouer portrays three authors,

giving unique perspectives on Ernest
Hemingway. Sponsored by the Lee Trust
for Historic Preservation. Free and open
to the public. Call (239) 344-0100 for
more information. [J
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TUESDAY

Natural Poetry: Writing about
the natural environment

July 18, 6-8 p.m.

John Pelot

Using the poetic technique of
Naturalism, one may connect
with the environment where we
write and compose work that
responds to the senses. Imagery
that is seen, felt and heard
becomes the vessel for the
message. The Florida coastline
or a brilliant Tennessee full moon
become symbols you share about
your world and your experiences
in it. Participants should bring
one longer poem or several
short ones, paper and pen,
and their imaginations for this
workshop focusing on writing
about where you are.
John Pelot, a professor of English
at Edison College, is a published
poet who has won several
prestigious awards. His work has
appeared in many national and
regional publications. He is also
a member of the Centerds board
of directors. [J

EDITORGS NOTE: This
workshop has been postponed
until August. Contact the Center
for new date.

THURSDAY

Writing Letters to the Editor
July 25, 6-8 p.m.

Michael Haymans

Do you have a pet peeve, pet
project, personal opinion or hot
topic youdd like to share with
the public? Instructor Michael
Haymans will focus on logic,

rhetoric and audience in this
workshop aimed at getting oneds
point across. Michael Haymans,
vice president of the Centerds
board of directors, is an attorney
with the Farr law yrm and also
a published poet, essayist and
singer-songwriter. [J

SATURDAY

Keep 6Em Laughing

July 29, 10 a.m.-noon

Joyce Schenk

Every editor in the country

is searching for humor. What
exactly is it, and how can you
make it work for you? Instructor
Joyce Schenk will analyze the
various forms of humor used in
todayts writing and discuss how
to include these in your work to
increase your chances of a sale.
Author Joyce Schenk has written
for newspapers and magazines

in Pennsylvania, New York and
Florida for more than 20 years.
She has taught at the Chautauqua
Institute and SUNY, and is on the
Center(s board of directors. [

Please note:

A minimum of yve
students is needed to
conduct a workshop
and seating space is
very limited. For
these reasons, advance
registration is required.
The deadline to register is
4 p.m. on the day before
the workshop. Please call
or e-mail to register or for
more information.

Do you have suggestions
or ideas for interesting
workshops? Those youdd
like to attend, or perhaps
those you could teach?
Please e-mail the Center

at
peaceriverwriters@comcast.net

or call (941)575-1976.
Thank you!

Betty Jean Steinshouer presents:
On Hemingway: Three Views

Humanities scholar Betty Jean Steinshouer portrays three authors
TWilla Cather, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and Gertrude Stein T
with three unique perspectives on Ernest Hemingway. In discussion,
Steinshouer encourages questions about Hemingway lore and how he
was changed forever by moving to Key West and Cuba.
The presentation is free and open to the public.

Sunday, July 30, 2 p.m.
At the Imaginarium Hands-On Museum, Fort Myers
Call (239) 344-0100 for more information

Sponsored by: Lee Trust for Historic Preservation







