
Florida Writers Dinner
CROWLEY MUSEUM & NATURE CENTER
Requests the pleasure of your company at the 

Florida Writers Dinner
Friday evening, November 11, 2005

Hyatt Sarasota Ballroom
6:00 P.M. Cash Bar and Book signing Å 7:00 P.M. Dinner

Guest Speaker-Author:
Professor James W. Hall

Best-Selling Florida 
Thriller Writer

James W. Hall (an honorary 
member of the Center for 
Writers) has written poetry, 
short stories, essays, and thirteen 
mystery novels, many of which 
are set in Florida.  Several 
of his novels have been optioned 
for ýlm and he has written the 
screenplay for two of those 
projects. Professor Hall was a 
Fulbright professor of literature 

in Spain and is now a professor of literature and writing at 
Florida International University. The evening will also include a 
CHARACTER NAMING AUCTION!

At dinner youôll have the unique opportunity to bid for the 
right to name one of the characters in James W. Hallôs next novel!

$85 per guest (tables of 10)
Call 941-322-1000 for more information.

All Proceeds to beneýt Crowley Museum and Nature Center. 



With change comes opportunity.
With redirection comes promise.
A change in positions for one Center 

leader will turn into an electronic beneýt 
for its members.

Peace River Center for Writers 
Vice President Michael Haymans and 
Treasurer Kathy Futch didnôt say the 
two above-mentioned phrases when 
they proposed a transition in the 
administration of the Center for Writers 
recently. However, the effect of their 
plan will take that form, and it may result 
in the creation of a Center for Writers 
blog and/or development of a Center for 
Writers electronic tea or other online 
interaction.

Seeing the excellent work of Center 
ofýce worker Diane Thompson, the 
executive board members sensed it was 
time to propose a transition for Center 
Editor-in-Chief Lynn Harrell. Lynn, since 
former Executive Director Carol Mahler 
stepped down, has served as the Centerôs 
de facto ofýce manager. 

Lynnôs strengths, however, lie in 
writing, editing and promotion, plus she 
is involved in many outside interests. 
With that in mind, board members 
Haymans and Futch presented a proposal 
that would allow Lynn to devote more 
time to those areas. 

The proposal was based on three 
developments that have occurred in 
recent months: the hiring of Diane 
Thompson and Chuck Bush, and the 
upgrading of our computer system.

Retired after 30 years with the 
Department of the Navy, Diane came 
to the Center for Writers with a host of 
clerical skills. In her role as Clerk, she 
oversees ofýce tasks that are vital for the 
survival of the Center. 

Chuck Bush, a published author, 
possesses a resume that describes a 
number of impressive assignments in the 

publishing industry. 
The Centerôs board 
anticipates that 
Chuck will assist with 
member services, such 
as proofreading and 
editing manuscripts. 

Now that I 
have explained the 
personnel changes 
at the Center, you might be saying to 
yourself, ñwhat is the big deal? So a 
different person answers the phone.ò

Thereôs more. Improvements in 
the Centerôs Internet capabilities will 
accompany its personnel moves. For 
example, the executive board charged the 
Centerôs two computer wizards, Court 
Nederveld and Rick Ott, with expanding 
the computer network to allow board 
members to access the Centerôs system 
from their home computers,  making the 
editing of the Centerôs website easier, 
and bringing our monthly newsletter 
online. Nederveld and Ott are in the 
process of completing these assignments. 
The long-term effect of their work could 
include the establishment of personal e-
mail accounts for Center members, links 
to membersô websites and, who knows, 
maybe a chat room where members can 
participate in critique sessions from afar.

With change comes opportunity.
With redirection comes promise.
Lynn Harrell will still be the heart of 

the Peace River Center for Writers, but 
thanks to Haymans, Futch, Nederveld 
and Ott, she will have the ability to 
design the monthly newsletter from home 
in her pajamas. Some people would call 
that progress. 

Rich Simpson is President of the 
Board of Directors of the Peace River 
Center for Writers. He is an attorney 
and former editor of the Punta Gorda 
Herald.



aily life presents the casual 
observer with a myriad 

of opportunities to write about. 
Recently I was visiting at a 
friendôs house. While I was 
enjoying a beer, my friend was 
busily entering some roughly 
written notes into his computer. 
I asked what he was doing and 
he explained that he keeps a log 
almost every time he travels. He 
began reading me a few entries 
from a cross-country trip driving 
his son out to Montana. I enjoy 
his perspective and the entries 
were fun to listen to.

Iôm a log keeper from way 
back. As a professional captain 
Iôm required, by law, to keep 
a log every time I leave the 
dock on Victory Chimes, the 
passenger-carrying Windjammer 
I co-own and operate. Iôve done 
that every summer in Maine for 
15 years now. Before that I kept 
logs for various yachts I ran. The 
USCG cares only about the facts 
of the cruise for legal purposes, 
after that it is up to you what you 
include. I once brought a yacht 
down almost the entire length of 
the Mississippi River from Red 
Wing, Minnesota to New Orleans 
on my way to Naples, Florida. 
For some reason, I logged 
every tug and barge I passed. 
It became an obsession - the 
entries went like this: ñPassed 
down-bound tug ñThe United 
Statesò pushing 64 barges of corn 
at Blackbird Point on one whistle 

side.ò I never counted, but I think 
I probably logged over 600 tugs 
in 18 days on the river.

When my three boys got to 
the age they could write, I made 
them keep logs when we drove 
to Maine to sail Victory Chimes. 
They complained, but they now 
have some wonderful reminders 
of what they were feeling at 
the point of event during some 
remarkable and awe inspiring 
things they got to do.

When he was eight, my middle 
son Matt wrote of climbing 
the ratlines all the way to the 
truck of the 87ô high mizzen 
mast. My oldest, James, kept 
a log while accompanying me 
as we brought the schooner 
into New York Harbor during 
her 100th anniversary in 2000 
as he shivered during the early 
dog watches at the wheel. My 
youngest son, Joey, and his 
friend, Kyle, had to occasionally 
be bribed, ñWant pizza?  Fill 
in your log!ò But they wrote of 
seeing a rare white Beluga whale 
and stopping at a Civil War 
battleýeld on our way home.

It just so happens the week 
after listening to my palôs log 
entries, I was scheduled to drive 
James out to attend college in 
the same state I had, Kansas. So 
I decided Iôd keep the log. My 
entries included a stop in New 
Orleans because James said he 
wanted to see it. We drove over 
the same I-10 overpass that we 

would see on TV the next week 
ýlled with people escaping 
Katrina.

I also wrote of James being 
pulled over for speeding by a 
Dallas sheriff who ended up 
ripping up the signed trafýc 
ticket after ýnding out James 
was heading out to play football 
in the same conference he had, 
then realizing he and I played 
at the same college, St. Mary of 
the Plains in Dodge City, even 
though it was 20 years apart.

I have a friend doing time in 
a Texas prison. I decided to send 
him the trip log because I know 
he enjoys reading anything that 
will take his mind off where heôs 
at. He wrote back, ñI loved the 
daily log you kept, in fact I hope 
you keep one on every trip. You 
should consider writing a book, 
your travels and impressions are 
so interesting.ò

So there you have it, a 
few words that will preserve 
memories and bring reading 
enjoyment to someone else - the 
hardest thing is making yourself 
put it to paper. 

Try it, you might ýnd you 
like it. Take advantage of 
Joyce Schenkôs workshop on 
journaling later this month at the 
Center for Writers.

Paul DeGaeta is a freelance 
writer/historian and a member of 
the Centerôs board of directors.

by Paul DeGaeta



Thank you to
renewing 
members:

Nancy Burton
Anita Martinec

Bethany Nightingale
Dr. Alejandro Pizarro

Joan Stevenson
Thomas Williams
Kathleen Winkler

Norma Woodbridge

Welcome to
our new member:

Mary Jane Garland

Contest News
ñShow us your shorts!ò 

The Writerôs Digest 
6th Annual Short Short 
Story Competition is 

looking for ýction that 
is ñbold, brillianté 

but brief.ò First prize 
is $3,000. Entry fee is 
required. Deadline to 
enter is December 1, 

2005.

Just for poetsðthe 
Writerôs Digest Poetry 
Awards. Entries must 
be less than 32 lines; 
any style acceptedð
rhyming, free verse, 
haiku, etc. First prize 
is $500. Entry fee is 
required. Deadline to 
enter is December 20, 

2005.

For more information 
on Writerôs Digest 

contests, go to:
www.writersdigest.com

ur October Open Mic was 
a musical delight from start 

to ýnish. Master of Ceremonies 
Mark Cangelosi opened with 
two original songs, then turned 
over the stage to the ýrst reader, 
Jack Reith, who shared poetry 
and a philosophical essay. Ralph 
Houseman offered more original 
music and was followed by poetess 
Karen Hillelson, a new member 
from Venice.

Singer-songwriter Dave Reilly 
entertained with a story, ñGreen 
Tea,ò accompanied  by professional 
luthier R.J. Malloy on violin. 
Dave also performed some of his 
original songs,  teaming his guitar 
and harmonica with R.J.ôs ukulele. 
Jack Reith read a humorous passage 
from his autobiography (a work in 
progress), followed by the musical 
collaboration of Ralph Houseman 
and R.J. Malloy.

Joe Hendrickson, known locally 
for his country & western lyrics, 
read some of his latest poems. Dave 
Reilly appeared solo, sharing a 
sonnet set to music. Lynn Harrell 
read an essay and talented guitarist 
Randy Gordon closed the show 
with more original music.

The next Open Mic will be 
Monday, November 14, from 
6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m., on the Center 
Court stage at Fishermenôs Village.

Participants may read, recite or 
perform their original poems, songs, 
stories, essays or other short works. 
Listeners are welcome, too, at this 
popular showcase for local talent.

This monthly event is open to the 
public and admission is free. Contact 
the Center for details. 

To our October newsletter 
ñmangler,ò Diane Thompson.

To Michael Haymans for loaning 
his sound system for the Open Mic.

To Mark Cangelosi for ýlling in as 
emcee for the Open Mic. 

  

ur October Tea was a congenial 
gathering.  Attendees included  

Joan Freidel, Lynn Harrell, Nancy 
Kaun, Tilda Kruegel and our guest, 
Jo Anne Moretti.  Readings ranged 
from childrenôs ýction to a murder 
mystery!

Please join us from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 15, 
for our next Tiny Tea. Bring munchies 
to share and something youôve 
written to read. Coffee and tea are 
provided.

Because of limited space, this 
event is for members and their 
invited guests only. Contact the 
Center for details. 

To Charles Sobczak, whose book,
A Choice of Angels, is featured in the 

Ingram Christmas Catalog. 

To Lyle Wheeler, who was invited 
to introduce his book, Cubs on the 
Loose, at an author talk and book 
signing at Selby Public Library in 

Sarasota.  



ñLAMPò opens at Arts & Humanities Council

Local authors now have another venue for book sales, thanks to the Arts & Humanities Council of 
Charlotte County.  The Local Author Market Place (LAMP), located in the Arts & Humanities ofýce at 
2811-M Tamiami Trail (LaPlaya Shopping Plaza), Port Charlotte, is open during regular ofýce hours 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Local writers who have self-published are invited to join the Arts & Humanities Council and 
take advantage of this opportunity to sell their books. Annual  membership dues are $35, and the 
consignment fee for book sales is 25 percent.

Authors interested in placing  books at ñThe Lampò  may call James Abraham, Bookbroker, at 
(941) 740-3071, or the Arts & Humanities Council ofýce at (941) 764-8100. 

F.Y.I.
by Kathy Y. Futch

WORTH LOOKING INTO... 
A new trend in literary magazines is approaching.  

Among a reported 14 percent of the audio-book 
market and at more than eight hundred million 
dollars, several new audio literary magazines are 
now available. Verb (www.verb.org), the Relay 
Project (www.therelayproject.com) and From 
the Fishouse (www.ýshousepoems.org). With the 
exception of From the Fishouse, which is available 
only on the Web, the contents of the magazines are 
recorded on compact discs.

A free ñtalkingò magazine for people with 
disabilities. Six times a year, Choice Magazine 
Listening, (888-724-6423, www.choicemagazineli
stening.org) a free service of the nonproýt Lucerna 
Fund, provides eight hours of unabridged articles, 
essays, ýction and poetry from more than 100 
well-known publications.  A cassette player to listen 
to the tapes is available free from the Library of 
Congress.  

A small local literary magazine, The Pepper Tree 
(www.thepeppertreemagazine.com) is available 
online.  Publisher, founder and editor Julie Ann 
Howell is marking the ýrst year anniversary with a 
local-author book-signing showcase November 12 
at Sarasota Square Mall.  Several local schools are 
using the magazine as a curriculum tool and publish 
the poetry and short ýction students write. A new 
column, ñThe Bus Stop,ò is a forum for students to 
express their concerns about their world.  Rules for 
writing for The Pepper Tree are pretty simple, says 
Howell: Keep it short, clean and family-friendly.  

CONTESTS:
Tampa Review ï Prize for Poetry. Hardcover 

book publication; $1,000 (plus royalties); and port-
folio in TR for manuscript by a new or established 
poet, $20 entry. Submit by December 31. Guidelines 
at http://tampareview.ut.edu/tr_prize.html or send 
a SASE to University of Tampa Press, 401 W. 
Kennedy Blvd., Tampa, FL 33606.

Tupelo Press ï 2005 Dorset Prize Competition.  
Open to all poets writing in English. Deadline: 
December 1, 2005. Prizes $10,000. Guidelines at 
www.tupelopress.org or send SASE to P. O. Box 
539, Dorset, VT 05251.

The Yale Series of Younger Poets 2006 competi-
tion ï Deadline: November 15, 2005 

Complete rules at: http://www.yalebooks.com

When submitting an item to a magazine:
1. Read and ýnd out where your piece might work  
 best.
2. A cover letter goes a long way in creating an  
 impression on the editors of a magazine.
3. Familiarize yourself with the wider marketplace  
 in any way you can. 

Rejection is no reþection on your work but it is 
a huge part of the endeavor. Keep writing, reading, 
and submitting. 




