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Here we go, adcruisino again!
Our 5th annual Literary Passage
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eady for a little getaway? Join us for the yfth annual fiLiterary Passage: Charlotte Harbor to Cabbage
Keyo and experience nature, history and literature on this excursion to a 100-acre island graced with a
quaint, secluded inn.

Wedill cast off at 9 a.m., Saturday, September 23, from Kingysher Fleetos docks at Fishermends Village in
Punta Gorda. With an onboard naturalist to identify and explain the remarkable pora and fauna found in the
harbor habitat, wedll explore Floridads second-largest estuary.

A poating celebration of National Estuaries Days, this day cruise around Charlotte Harbor to Cabbage
Key and back will feature readings of appropriate literary selections and a short presentation on the life and
works of famed mystery writer Mary Roberts Rinehart.

If Mother Nature cooperates, we can also look forward to an escort by some of Charlotte Harbords
friendliest residents®bottle-nosed dolphins! Photo fiopso abound on this trip and we will have an onboard
nature photographer along to answer questions about fishooting in the wild.o

After a lunch stop at the Cabbage Key Inn, a rustic island resort built in the 1930s as a private retreat for
the Rinehart family , wedll continue our tour of the Harbor and enjoy an on-board fiopen mico session on
the home voyage. Passengers are welcome to share original poems, songs, essays and stories inspired by
Charlotte Harbor. Wedll return to Fishermenés Village around 4:30 p.m.

According to local legend, Cabbage Key Inn is the source of one of musician Jimmy Buffetds most
famous songs. Webre hopeful that youdll join us for a tasty iCheeseburger in Paradise,0 or other delectable
dish from the Cabbage Key menu. The Inn also stocks a full bar, and you may opt for seating inside, or
outdoors, overlooking Pine Island Sound.

The Literary Passage, supported by a grant from the Charlotte Harbor National Estuaries Program, is
open to the public. Tickets are $25 each and do not include the cost of lunch at Cabbage Key.

Contact the Center for Writers at 575-1976 or online at peaceriverwriters@comcast.net to reserve tickets
or receive more information. [J
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s treasurer of the Peace River
Center for Writers, | have been
extremely encouraged of late by your
response to our membership renewal
notices.

Not only have you renewed in a
timely manner, but so many of you
have upgraded your membership levels
and even responded with extra dona-
tions. Thank you all so much.

We greatly appreciate your concern
to support your Center with the ynan-
cial aid needed. In turn, we hope to
respond to more of your concerns and
needs. | personally look forward to
working with those of you who have
expressed willingness to volunteer
in various duties which will assist
the Center to thrive and run more ef-
yciently. If you have not ylled out our
survey, please contact us and we will
send one out to you or we may have it
available via e-mail.

We apologized at the membership
meeting in June for not being more
diligent in delegating where and when
we need your help. This is in the plans
to change. In fact, there will be an
on-going list of duties needed posted
at the ofyce. So, if you are in the area,
you can stop by and pick out some-
thing on the list you feel comfortable
doing or have a talent in that would
beneyt the Center. It is planned on be-
ing a very diverse list&one that would
be easy locating a job needed you can
yll. Possibly one only you are capable
of accomplishing. An idea of some of
these were listed in the last Writing
Currents.

I am happy so many of you reside,
even part-time, in southwest Florida
to be able to help us out from time to
time. Because of that, | want to en-
courage your writing of songs, essays,
short stories, memories, poetry, etc.,

about your unique |
experiences here.
Of course, | am
always interested

in reading of the
times and places

in your past.

The Center is approaching an idea
to make space on our website for your
writings. |, among many others, am
excited to see this come about. Also, as
a service to our membership, | would
like to work on having an area within
the Centerds ofyce to sell our published
membersd works.

As our renewal letter says, iiKeep
reading and writing.o O

Kathy Futch is an ofycer of the
Center(s board of directors, serving as
Treasurer of the Board. Transplanted
from Boca Grande after 30 years,
where she was a founding member of
the Art Alliance, Royal Palm Players,
and Friends of Community Center,
Kathy and her husband, Mark, own
Boca Grande Seaplane.

A Special fiThank Youo

To the volunteers who are taking
turns stafyng the ofyce on weekday
mornings:

Barbara Frush
Nancy Kaun
JoAnna Kincaid
Sandy Price
Jack Reith

Additional volunteers are welcome.
Contact the Center for details.
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by Court Nederveld

eeeep....Beeeepe&.Beeeep. |

was sitting in my bathrobe,
drinking coffee and thinking
about the twenty-third chapter
of my monumental manuscript,
when this awful noise crashed
into my morning routine.

Beeeepe .Beeeepe .Beeep.
There it was again. | jJumped up;
or more accurately, got up. Early
in the morning not everything
functions quite as sprightly as
it once did. | walked out the
front door to see what was going
on. Coming down our street
in reverse was a large moving
truck.

Beeeep& .Beeeepe& .Beeeep.
Now, | am not superstitious but
this was a bit weird. Have you
ever had one of those days where
at the end of the day you say, fil
should buy a lottery ticket;0 one
of those days when seemingly
random events have a recurring
theme embedded in them? For
example: A client of mine gave
me his phone number. Later |
went to his house and his house
number was the same as the last
four digits of his phone number.
Then, setting up a broadband
account, they asked for the last
four digits of his social security
number and, you guessed it, it
was the same number.

Beeeepe..Beeeepe .Beeeep
So here | am, standing in my
driveway, listening to a truck
make that terribly annoying
noise and it hits me. The truck
is BACKING UP. This is the
second similarity in two random
events. Not twelve hours prior
to this, a business client had

called me and told me his PC
had crashed during a power
outage and now it would not
restart. | had run over to help
him but the PC was in need of
a complete re-installation of the
operating system. | looked up
and asked for all the BACK UPS
so | could rebuild the system for
him. ABACK UPS? What BACK
UPS?0 he said. Fortunately, PC
CPR (thatts a computer/medical
term) was able to get the system
BACK UP and limping along
sufyciently to do an immediate
BACK UP of all critical business
information. Happy ending so far.
Beeeep....Beeeepe .Beeeep.
What was this series of events
trying to tell me? As | pondered
the question | turned and went
BACK UP to the house. Wait a
minute, is that the third event? |
realized that while my PCs are
all supposed to automatically
BACK UP all important data, it
had been awhile since | actually
checked the BACK UPs myself.
How do I run my BACK UPs?
First, since | have more than one
machine networked together, I
have software on my machines
that takes all the important yles
from one PC and copies it to the
other on a regular schedule. This
means that each machine on the
network has a complete copy of
all the important yles on each
machine. Lose one machine,
no yles are lost, and as soon
as a new machine is installed,
I am BACK UP and running.
Second, the critical yles or those
manuscripts painstakingly created
over the years that would be

nearly impossible to recreate, are
burned to CD ROM from time to
time. Finally, on rare occasions, |
will make an image of the entire
hard drive (no, this does not
mean | take the PC apart and take
a picture of the hard drive) and
store it on the network.

Now, letis BACK UP a
minute. You donft have multiple
PCs on a network. You dongt
have a CD burner, and ynally
your camera doesnit take
pictures of bits and bytes. When
your PC crashes you want to
be BACK UP right away too.
What should you do? Go to http:
//briefcase.yahoo.com/ and open
a free Yahoo account. (fiDid he
say FREE, Martha?0) There you
can store thirty Megs, (that is a
lot of space) or the equivalent
of about thirteen hundred copies
of this article for free. Not only
would your data be secured and
BACKED UP, but if necessary
you could access your yles
anywhere in the world. Isnit the
Internet wonderful?

Hopefully you have picked up
the recurring theme embedded
here. | have to head BACK
UP to the ofyce now, but later
on, I think I will go out and
buy a lottery ticket. Beeeepe
.Beeeepe& & .Beeeep! 0

Court Nederveld owns a
computer consulting and yxit
service T Bits, Bytes & Chips
Computer Services. He makes
house calls! You can call him at
626-3285 or e-mail:
court@bitsandbytesonline.com.
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Thank you to
renewing members:

Dr. Martha Bireda
Robert Boliere
Joan Boos
Jan Dabrowski
Edgar (Bill) Justice
Elizabeth Kenney
Rufus Lazzell
Carolyn Lehmann
Judith McNeeley
Maryann Mize
P. R. Presseller
Debra Scott
Sharon Shatney
Jeffrey Smith
Charlotte Williamson
Pamela Wilson
Kathleen Winkler

Corporate renewals:

Bernice A. Russell
Center

Welcome to
our new members:

Tony LaForgia
(Mr. Whittle Sticks)
Kathryn Oetting
Britt Patterson
Mary Spremulli
Amy & Bruce Stefanik

We thank you
for your support!

Open Mic
The Open Mic is held on the
second Monday of each month. The
next Open Mic will be Monday,
September 11, from 6:30 p.m to 8:
30 p.m., on the Center Court stage at
Fishermends Village.

Tiny Tea
The Tiny Tea is held on the third
Tuesday of each month. Our next
Tiny Tea will be held Tuesday,
September 19, from 1:30 to 3:30
p.m. Contact the Center for details
about the Open Mic or Tiny Tea. [J

LUooddoo

To Sharon Bell Buchbinder, whose
short story, fiThe Poet of Bedlam,0
has been included in the pash-
yction anthology Blink, published
by The Paper Journey Press. Go to
www.thepaperjourney.com for more
info. [J

LUooddoo

To Center members James and
Sarah Jane Kaserman, authors of
How the Pirates Saved Christmas,
Gasparilla Pirate Genius, and The
Legend of Gasparilla, A Tale for All
Ages.

The Kasermans have put together
an impressive signing tour & more
than 17 events in August, with
several stops in North Carolina (what
a great way to beat the heat)!

The Kasermansi books are also
available online and at bookstores
nationwide. [

Oooootoono
To July newsletter imanglerso
Kathy Futch and Jean Toole.

Hooaoiooao
TolAnita Martinec, for spicing up
the ofyce with a lovely bouquet of

red carnations.

Oooootoono
To Kathy Futch and Jack Reith for
their help in holding the fort.

Hooaoiooao
To Joyce Schenk for her donation of
finecessaryo paper products!

Oooootoono
To Lynn Harrell for donating a
phone/fax machine.

PSSST!!

Did you know that Writing
Currents can now be received in
your e-mail? The e-edition of
Writing Currents is an Adobe PDF
yle created from the electronic
fidummyo we send to the printer.
Members who opt for e-mail deliv-
ery will receive their newsletters at
the same time the hard copy edition
goes to press, days before it gets to
the post ofyce.

If youdd like to help us save mon-
ey and time (and trees) by receiving
Writing Currents electronically,
please e-mail or call the Center for
Writers and let us know. []

_ Needed:
Ofyce volunteers

Because of our present staff
shortage, volunteers are needed to
help keep the Center for Writers
open during our regular ofyce hours
of 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., weekdays.
Please contact the Center for details. []







